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began to open up within me, and I was 
able to see family and place as goods 



4     the boisi center interview: rod dreher

I watched the South Tower fall, and I 
had to deal with an immense amount 
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founded the Benedictine Order, which, 
over centuries, became the means by 
which Europe found its way out of chaos, 
and they preserved the heritage of the 
classical world as well as the Christian 
faith through the so-called Dark Ages.

I think MacIntyre’s right. I’ve found as 
a religious believer that I worry about 
whether my children are going to keep 
the faith, because we live in a world of so 
much moral chaos. If they don’t see the 
faith being lived out, how are they going 
to hold on to it? To me, that’s the most 
important thing. I don’t care if they’re 
rich or poor or whatever. I want them to 
still be Christian—in the fullest sense 
of the word, not just nominally holding 
on to the faith, but being transformed in 
Christ and being open to their neighbors 
and being faithful and all the things 
that you associate with Christianity. So 
I began to wonder, how can we do this? 
What would a new St. Benedict look 
like—someone who figured out a way to 
live out the tradition of our faith in a time 
of chaos? I don’t know what the answer 
is, but I know we have to try to find it. 

One thing I really noticed about going 
back to my hometown—I’m from a little 
town of about 1,700 people on the Mis-



6     the boisi center interview: rod dreher

munity. I imagine what I have in mind is 
similar to what you experienced in your 
hometown. 

dreher:  You’ve hit on it right there. 
This is a tension within me and within 
my thinking, and something I will have 
to explore when I begin the book on the 
Benedict Option. I am not someone who 
does well in community, because I come 
from a very tight-knit community. I was 
bullied in high school, and the kids who 
were the bullies were from the leading 
families, in many cases. It’s an old story. 
And the system turned a blind eye to it. 

You see this over and over in the Catholic 
church. I remember talking to people in 
south Louisiana about the 1980s abuse 
scandal, about the Diocese of Lafayette. 
Catholics who raised their voice about 
that were hounded, not by the clergy—
although there was that—but by their 
fellow parishioners that didn’t want to 
hear it. I can’t stand that. And so I would 
probably be the first one in the Benedict 
Option community to say: “hang on, wait 
a minute.” But you can’t live that way. You 
can’t have a community of free individu-
als. The tensions will pull you apart. 

So I don’t know the answer to that. But 
it’s something I’m willing to explore. I 
feel that we can’t let the “perfect” become 
the enemy of the “good enough.” I think 
we who are religious need to think about 
what part of our autonomy we are willing 
to give up for the comforts and the ben-
efits of community. I don’t think there’s 
a formulaic answer. There’s no utopia; 
we have to get rid of that idea. But simply 
saying you can never have utopia does 
not settle the question of what the ideal 
way to live is. It is an old, old political 
question—pre-Christian, going back 
to the Greeks, at least: How do we live 
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But at the same time, if Pope Francis 
and the Catholic Church lose those who 
are most dedicated to the faith—who are 
holding on even though they may be in 
parishes where the faith is not taught 
or the traditional Catholicism is run 
down—if they alienate them, who’s going 
to be left? 

In France today, it’s over-generalizing to 
say the only people going to mass are the 
traditionalist Catholics, but it’s not a great 
over-generalization. If you try so hard to 
reach out—to use the language of mar-
keting—you could dilute your brand, and 
you can lose your most faithful custom-
ers and not gain any more. I hate to speak 
of the Church in those terms, but that’s 
what I’m getting at. 

So it’s something that concerns me. I 
think that no Christian—Protestant or 
Eastern Orthodox, as I am—can look at 
what’s happening in the Catholic church 
with indifference. Metropolitan Hilar-
ion of the Moscow Patriarchate in the 
Russian Orthodox Church has done a lot 
of ecumenical work in Europe and he has 
said that orthodox Catholics and Protes-
tants have to stick together now, because 
the world has changed. We don’t have the 
luxury of fighting among ourselves—
we’ve got to figure out how we can work 
together. I think that’s true.

hungerford:  With regard to the 
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